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PRINCIPAL/PRINCIPLE

When I mention this word to people as being one whose spelling changes the meaning, they say: Oh, I know that one. The principal is my "pal." True enough, one meaning for "principal" is that person who heads the school. But there are THREE others. The principal on your mortgage as opposed to the interest, principal as an adjective meaning the main or chief or primary, and the principals (owners, executive officers, etc.) in a company. Here are some examples:

Please apply the extra payment to the PRINCIPAL.

What do you think is the PRINCIPAL reason for speaking and writing well?

The PRINCIPALS to be sued in this case are the CEO and the CFO.

And then there is "principle," which always means a doctrine, or law, or value or stand:

It was on PRINCIPLE that I stood up and protested.

The PRINCIPLES that guided his life came from his third-grade teacher and his baseball coach.

He has no PRINCIPLES or he would never have done that.

Now check out this:

One of the principals in the case, the principal of the local high school, had not recorded payments to the loan's principal. Why? He had no principles. 

